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. FORWARD

The House of Delegates, the policy making body of the Medical Society of Virginia (MSV), conducts
its business according to a blend of rules including:

The Medical Society of Virginia Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws;

American Medical Association’s Procedures of the House of Delegates;

American Institute of Parliamentarians Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure; and
Rulings from the Speaker, Vice Speaker, or chair, with approval of the majority opinion of
the House of Delegates.

At each meeting the House of Delegates adopts the current version of the MSV Rules of
Procedures as the official method of procedure when it adopts the report of the Rules Committee.

The Rules of Procedure are designed to aid the House achieve its business, while maintaining the
rights of free speech and fair debate; of the majority to decide; and of the minority to be heard,
represented, and protected.

II. INTRODUCTION AND CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

The agenda at all sessions of the House of Delegates shall be established by the Speaker. The
House may change the agenda by majority vote.

Tradition governs a substantial portion of each formal session of the House of Delegates. The
Speaker may permit these agenda items as appropriate while ensuring the time necessary for the
House to accomplish its regular business. In general, such items are scheduled in advance in the
published order of business.

Unscheduled presentations may be arranged, either with the Speaker, or by a request for unanimous
consent of the House to hear them. Unscheduled presentations are generally discouraged because
of the primary obligation to conserve the time of the House for its deliberations.

Non-members addressing the House will be limited to not more than five minutes.

If necessary, additional sessions of the House shall be upon the call of the Speaker.

lll. GUIDELINES FOR RESOLUTIONS

A. THE PURPOSE OF A RESOLUTION
The purpose of a resolution is to bring a proposed policy statement on a particular issue before the
House of Delegates. Adopted resolutions become official MSV policy, guide all advocacy efforts, and
commit the organization to the stated proposal.
Possible actions by the House may include:

(1) the establishment of policy;

(2) the reaffirmation (or modification) of previously established policy;

(3) request for action by the Society, Board, its committees, or staff;

(4) any others, described enpage-44.in section V.
B. WHO MAY PROPOSE A RESOLUTION

A resolution may be proposed by:



(1) any member of the MSV;

(2) any member of the House of Delegates of the MSV;
(3) any Component Society;

(4) any Component Student Society;

(5) any Component Resident Physician Section;

(6) the Hospital Medical Staff Section;

(7) any Specialty Society;

(8) any Committee of the Society;

(9) the Board

(10)any district of the MSV.

C. WHEN A RESOLUTION MAY BE PROPOSED

A resolution must be received at the MSV headquarters office no later than 45 days prior to the first
session of the House of Delegates.

EXCEPTIONS: 1. A Component Society or Specialty Section or District whose latest
regularly scheduled meeting adjourns within the 45 days {(but-ne-less
than-30-days)-is allowed 7 days after the close of such meeting to submit
any resolution.

2. The Board, as a result of its meeting before the first session of the House
of Delegates, may submit any business or resolution for routine
consideration by the House.

3. Any Committee of the Society.

LATE RESOLUTIONS are those received after the deadline described above, but before noon of the
day before the first session of the House of Delegates.

Late Resolutions will be considered by the Rules Committee in a meeting immediately before
the first session of the House of Delegates. This committee will provide late resolution
sponsors an opportunity to explain the reasons for their failure to meet the announced
deadlines. If the sponsor(s) can provide a reasonable explanation or if the Committee
determines that deferral of the resolution would result in significant harm to the MSV, its
members, or their patients, the Committee may recommend accepting a late resolution.

The House of Delegates, by a two-thirds affirmative vote of those delegates present and voting,
may accept for discussion any late resolution presented during its first session.

D. ADDITIONAL RESOLUTION TYPES

Emergency Resolutions: The sponsor of an emergency resolution must notify the Speakers of their
intent to introduce an emergency resolution before the start of the second session of the House of
Delegates. A resolution of an emergency nature may be referred by the Speakers to an appropriate
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reference committee which shall then report to the House as to whether the matter involved is, or is
not, of an emergency nature. If the committee reports that the matter is of an emergency nature, it
shall be presented to the House without further consideration by a reference committee; favorable
action shall require 3/4 of the delegates present and voting, to accept for discussion the emergency
resolution. If the committee reports that the matter is not of an emergency nature, the Speakers shall
defer its introduction until the next meeting of the House of Delegates.

Emergency resolutions may not address a topic already before the House considered by a Reference
Committee.

Courtesy Resolutions: will be in order on the agenda of the second session of the House of
Delegates, and, if indicated, at other times. Please coordinate the introduction of courtesy resolutions
with the Speakers, by informal conference with them.

Commendation Resolutions: Commendation proposals should be sent to the Board, for careful
consideration for an award or other appropriate recognition.

Memorial Resolutions: The House of Delegates may receive memorial resolutions to remember a
physician who has made significant contributions to MSV. At an appropriate time in the meeting, the
Speaker will announce the memorial resolutions and call for a moment of silence.

E. RESOLUTION STRUCTURE

1. General Qualities of an Effective Resolution

An effective resolution will enable the House of Delegates to consider its purpose expeditiously.
Resolutions are encouraged to be concise, precise, and stated in the affirmative.

Each resolution will contain reference to current MSV policy, or absence of any, and will conform to the
Policymaking Procedure, which is reported in Section IV.

2. The Title

The title should accurately reflect the subject of the resolution.

3. The “Resolved” Section

The essential element of a resolution is the portion expressed as one or more “Resolved” sections,
setting forth specific intent or action.

In adopting a resolution, the House of Delegates only formally adopts the “Resolved” section. The goal
of a resolution is to state, in a freestanding and self-sufficient “Resolve”, precisely the position or action
upon which the author wishes the House of Delegates to act.

The “Resolved” must not refer back to any “Whereas” statement, nor to an appended table or report.

4. The Preliminary Statement, Preamble, Or “Whereas”

The resolution may carry with it a preliminary statement explaining the rationale behind the resolution,
such as preliminary statement, preamble, or “Whereas.”

Such introductory statements may:



identify the problem;

advise the House as to the timeliness or urgency of the problem;

advise as to the effect of the problem on the MSV; and

indicate if the proposed action is in concert with, or contrary to, current MSV policy.

Please refer to the MSV Annual Meeting website for resources on “How to Write a Resolution” as well
as a “Sample Resolution.”

These statements will have no impact on policy decisions as the House of Delegates formally adopts
only the “resolved” portion of a resolution.

It is out of order to propose formal amendments to the wording of accessory preliminary statements, or
even to the language of descriptive comments of reference committee reports, unless it is the particular
desire to the majority of the House of Delegates to do so.

5. The Addenda

Tables, reference data, etc., may be appended to the resolution at the time of submission. This data
is not voted upon by the House of Delegates.

6. The Fiscal Note
In the MSV at the present time, a Fiscal Note is suggested as follows:

a. All reports and resolutions introduced in the House of Delegates, whose implementation
necessitates an expenditure of funds, may include a fiscal note supplied by the sponsor, but
they may be considered by the House without the attachment of such fiscal data.

b. Resolutions requiring the expenditure of funds should show a specific dollar amount where
possible.

c. The office of the Executive Vice President can assist sponsors with the development of fiscal
information; requests of this nature should be forwarded well in advance of the deadline for
submitting resolutions.

d. Resolutions, which call for the institution of legal action, the repeal of legislation or similar action
for which a precise cost estimate cannot be determined, should indicate that a substantial
commitment of resources might be necessary for implementation.

e. Resolutions which establish or reaffirm policy, and which do not require other specific action
beyond that covered by the MSV’s routine work, need not have fiscal notes appended; MSV
staff may provide the appropriate fiscal notes.

F. REVIEW OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION

When resolutions are properly prepared and are submitted in timely fashion, the Speakers, the MSV
administration and legal counsel will be able to consider, with the sponsor, possible improvements in
form or language. If changes are indicated, they will be accomplished with the agreement of the
Sponsor.



When a resolution is not accompanied by sufficient data to allow proper advance consideration of that
resolution, it will be sent back to the submitter. If the deficiency is not remedied in time, the resolution
will be deemed a “late” resolution and submitted to the Rules Committee for consideration at its meeting
held immediately before the first session of the House of Delegates.

When a resolution presents a legal problem to the Medical Society of Virginia or its component
societies, the Speakers and staff will contact the sponsor to discuss the problem. If such a conference
with the sponsor is able to remedy the situation, the resolution will be distributed in a routine manner.
If, for whatever reason (such as a mandate from the sponsoring Component Society that the resolution
not be altered) resolution of the legal problem cannot be accomplished, the Speakers will refer the
resolution to the MSV Board of Directors Rules-Committee. A two thirds-majority of the MSV Board of
Directors makes any proposed resolution a “Deferred Resolution.” If the BOD determines the resolution
is_will- designate-itas a -“Deferred Resolution,” and it will not be distributed in the advance handbook.

Deferred Resolutions will be considered by the Rules Committee prior to the first session of the House
of Delegates. Legal Counsel of the Society will be present if a deferred resolution is to be heard. The
Rules Committee, subject to a majority vote of committee members, will recommend that the House
either accept or not accept the resolution. A two-thirds majority vote of the House is required for
acceptance of a deferred resolution.

G. PRESENTATION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION AT HOUSE OF DELEGATES

Resolutions in the delegates’ handbook, which have complied with the established deadlines, will be
regarded as officially received for consideration by the House of Delegates.

At the appropriate time, the Speaker will caII for mtroductlon of resolut|ons For each resolution there
must be a “sponsor” and a “second” a
%who acts off|C|aIIy |n mtroducmg as busmess of the House Reselaﬂens—enlv#eq&we—a

The Speakers will also allow for sponsors the opportunity to present any changes to their resolution or
withdraw any resolution without vote, when this is desired by the sponsor.

At the time of introduction of any resolution, it is possible for any delegate to object to its consideration;
in that event, sustained by a 2/3 vote of the delegates present and voting, the resolution is not accepted
as business of the House. It is likewise possible, at the time of introduction of any resolution, for any
delegate to move that it be adopted by unanimous consent, or that it be voted upon without referral to
a reference committee; objection to such a motion is always in order.

IV. POLICYMAKING PROCEDURE

The first policy compendium (PC) was accepted by Council in September 1992, along with Procedure
for Implementation and Utilization. Parts of those documents are referenced here.

Policymaking Procedure

1. The authors (officers, Board, committees, component societies, individual members, et al.) of all
resolutions and reports will utilize the PC as the reference point for policymaking. Proposed
statements of policy shall be clearly identified as policy recommendations; they shall clearly
identify and refer to existing pertinent policy (if any) on the issue addressed, indicating whether
the proposed policy is a new addition to the policy base, or a modification of existing policy.



While the House of Delegates is the official policymaking body of the Society, not all actions taken
by the House are considered policy. Statements of “policy” are general principles by which the
Society is guided in its management of public affairs. Actions taken by the House of Delegates
that are not considered policy, and that would not be subject to this procedure include the
following:

a. Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation or Bylaws of the MSV.
b. Iltems considered by the House of Delegates, which are referred or filed.

c. Action of the House of Delegates directing the Society, its staff, or some other entity, to
undertake a particular activity (“Directives”).

d. Temporary policy, e.g., a resolution to change the order of the agenda in a meeting.
e. Appointments, elections, awards, commendations and memorial resolutions.

f. Action dealing with internal business operations of the MSV, e.g., adoption of the annual
budget.

. Specifict e considerations.

There are two general classes of policymaking instruments used by the House, namely resolutions
and reports.

“Policy actions” refer to those resolutions or reports which either create new policy or modify
existing policy. There are four major categories of possible action within the broad category of
“policy actions,” namely: A) Adoption of new policy where there is no pertinent existing policy; B)
Amending of existing policy; C) Substitution of a proposed policy statement for an existing policy;
and D) Rescission of an existing policy.

Hereafter follows the description of the policymaking procedure in reference to each of these types
of policy actions. The PC also should be referenced by resolutions or reports that direct some
particular action with regard to a particular statement of policy, i.e., study of the need to establish
or change a particular policy.

Mechanisms for presenting resolutions and recommendations of reports:

a. Adoption of New Policy Where There is No Pertinent Existing Policy

(1) In the “whereas” section, the sponsor explains the rationale for the proposed new
policy.

(2) Inthe “resolved” section, the sponsor explicitly identifies the proposal of new policy.

b. Amending of Existing Policy

(1) Inthe first “whereas” section, the sponsor identifies the existing relevant policy, by PC
policy number (with a brief description of it if the policy is long, or with the actual
quotation of it if it is shorter).

(2) In the subsequent “whereas” section(s), the sponsor presents the rationale for the
proposed change(s).



(3) Inthe “resolved” section(s), the sponsor precisely identifies the proposed change(s)

by underlining the proposed additions and by striking-out-the-propesed-deletions-or
changes-

Substitution of a Proposed Policy Statement for Existing Policy, where a sponsor wants to
change substantially existing policy through adoption of a new policy statement.

(1) Inthe first “whereas” section, the sponsor identifies the relevant existing policy by PC
number (with a brief description of it if the policy is long, or with the actual quotation
of it if it is shorter).

(2) In the subsequent “whereas” section(s), the sponsor presents the rationale for the
proposed change(s).

(3) Inthe first “resolved” section, the sponsor calls for the rescission of the existing policy
by PC number.

(4) Inthe subsequent “resolved” section(s), the sponsor states the proposed substitution.

Rescission would be indicated if the proponent believes the existing policy is no longer
needed and there is no need for a substitute policy on the subject.

(1) Inthe first “whereas” section, the sponsor identifies the existing policy number (with a
brief description of it if the policy is long, or with the actual quotation of it if it is shorter).

(2) In the subsequent “whereas” section(s), the sponsor presents the rationale for the
proposed rescission.

(3) In the “resolved” section, the sponsor calls for rescission of the existing policy by only
the PC policy number.

Any policy which is rescinded will be transferred to the “Archives,” which will be the last
section in the Policy Compendium, utilizing the same number, title and category, adding
the date of its rescission, together with the reason.

Reaffirmation is actually not needed because current MSV policy continues to be MSV
policy until altered by one of the above four mechanisms. However, occasionally a sponsor
feels compelled to encourage the House of Delegates to reaffirm policy on a particular issue.

(1) In the first “whereas” section, the sponsor identifies the existing policy by PC number,
with a brief description of it if the policy is long, or with the actual quotation of it if it is
shorter.

(2) In the subsequent “whereas” section(s), the sponsor presents reasons necessitating
a restatement or repetition of that existing policy.

(3) In the “resolved” section, the sponsor calls for reaffirmation by only the PC policy
number.

Directives would be appropriate when the proponent has either identified existing policy in
the MSV PC and desired to call for the MSV to undertake some activity in regard to it, or
has identified the need for the MSV to study some issue and to develop appropriate policy.

In regard to either issue:



(1) In the first “whereas” section, the sponsor identifies the relevant MSV policy number,
with a brief description of it if the policy is long, or with the actual quotation of it if it is
shorter.

(2) In the subsequent “whereas” section(s), the sponsor discusses the rationale for the
proposed directive.

(3) In the “resolved” section, the sponsor identifies the requested action. In the former
example of a directive, a proposal might include encouraging the MSV to contact
some group(s) in support of the policy, forwarding MSV policy to the AMA requesting
action, preparing a study or model to be utilized by the Society, or encouraging
activity to implement existing policy. In regard to the latter example of a directive, a
proposal might include studying a given issue to provide the proper basis for creating
further policy.

A Reaffirmation (Consent) Calendar will be established in the agenda of the House of Delegates
to consider established policy where a sponsor of a resolution desires to reaffirm that current
policy without changing it. This procedure will allow for the expeditious reaffirmation and re-
emphasis of established policy, without the lengthy reconsideration process of the reference
committee system and subsequent full debate by the House of Delegates —— on policy already in
force. Any item on the Reaffirmation Consent Calendar can be extracted from it for full debate by
the reference committee and the House, by simple request of a single member of the House of
Delegates.

If two or more policies concerning the same subject are found in the PC, and the two statements
either are substantially the same, or are inconsistent or contradictory with one another, the
statement most recently adopted by the House of Delegates will prevail, and the less current policy
will be removed from the next edition of the PC.

The Ten Year (Sunset) Provision of the New Policy Procedure: Ten years after the adoption of
each policy action, the Speakers and MSV Staff will present to the MSV Board a “Ten Year Policy
Review Report,” encouraging consideration of each item in that report by the mechanisms
reported above in paragraphs 4 b through e, or referral of such policies to an appropriate
committee for the same purpose. Unless each such policy is acted upon by the subsequent House
of Delegates via the 4 b-e mechanisms, it will cease to be policy of the MSV.

After each Annual Meeting of the House of Delegates of the MSV, the Speakers and MSV staff
will:

a. Incorporating all statements of new policy and policy changes into the PC;

b.  Assigning a topic category or categories for the index of the PC;

c. Removing statements of policy that have been rendered moot by changes in law, or that
have been superseded by later action of the House of Delegates; and transferring them to

the Archives section of the Policy Compendium;

d. Including any item inadvertently omitted during the process of creating the PC and the new
Policymaking Procedure;

e. Asin all matters, the House of Delegates has the final authority over the Speakers and Staff
in these largely procedural and secretarial matters.

The Speakers and Staff will work diligently with the Board and House of Delegates to fairly execute
the new Policymaking Procedure, and to further modify it as necessary in coming years.
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V. REFERENCE COMMITTEES

Reference Committees are groups of delegates or alternate delegates selected by the Speaker to
conduct open hearings on matters of business of the Society, which are referred to it by the Speaker.
Having heard discussion on the subjects referred to it, the Committee draws up a report with its
recommendations to the House.

A.

Organization: The Speaker shall appoint Reference Committees and a Chair for each Committee.
The number of Reference Committees appointed shall be at the discretion of the Speaker. Each
Reference Committee shall be composed of not less than six sevenseven- delegates, each from a
different District,_a non-voting Board member and a non-voting Student or Resident Section
member. The Speaker shall refer all resolutions to an appropriate Reference Committee. In the
assignment of business to Reference Committees, the ruling of the Speaker shall be final, unless
the House of Delegates by majority vote directs otherwise.

Conduct of the Reference Committee Hearings: Reference Committee hearings are open to all
members of the Association, guests, and official observers.; interested-outsiders-and-thepress.
Any member of the Society may speak on the resolution or report under consideration. The chair
is privileged to call upon anyone attending the hearing if, in his/her opinion, the individual called
upon may have information, which would be helpful to the committee. Non-member physicians, or
guests erinterested-outsiders may upon recognition by the chair, be permitted to speak. When a
Reference Committee member has a special interest in a matter referred to the Committee of which
he/she is not a member, he/she may appear before that Committee and participate in the
presentation of the subject, but may vote only in the Committee of which he/she is a member.

Resolutions are accepted for business at the first session of the HOD. Even if the resolution’s
auther-proposer proposer-or their representative are not at the Reference Committee Hearing, all
Resolutions are discussed at the Reference Committee Hearings, Executive Session, and
presented to the HOD for vote.

Equitable hearings are the responsibility of the committee chair, and the committee may establish
its own rules on the presentation of testimony with respect to limitations of time, repetitive
statements, etc. The chair also has the jurisdiction over such matters as photography, television
filming, and the introduction of recording devices. If, in his/her estimation, such factors would be,
or become, undesirable for the conduct of an orderly hearing, he or she may act to prohibit them.
It is recommended that reference committee chairs not ask for an expression of the sentiments of
those attending the hearing by an informal vote on particular items. The committee members may
ask questions to be sure that they understand the opinions being expressed, or may answer
questions if a member seeks clarification; however, the committee members should not enter into
debate with speakers or express opinions during the hearings. It is the responsibility of the
committee to listen carefully and evaluate all the opinions presented so that it may provide the
voting body with a carefully considered recommendation.

The reference committee hearing is the proper forum for discussion of controversial items of
business. In general, delegates who have not taken advantage of such hearings for the
presentation of their viewpoints or the introduction of evidence should be reluctant to do so on the
floor of the House. It is recognized, however, that some conflicts will prevent a delegate from being
present at a Reference Committee hearing, so there is never compulsion for mute acceptance of
reference committee recommendations at the time of the presentation of its report.

Following its open hearings, a reference committee will go into executive session for deliberation

and construction of its report. It may call into such executive session anyone whom it may wish to
hear or question.

11



C. Reference Committee Reports: Reference committee reports comprise the bulk of the official
business of the House of Delegates. They need to be constructed swiftly and succinctly after
completion of the hearings in order that they may be processed and made available to the delegates
as far as possible in advance of formal presentation to the House.

Reference committees have wide latitude in their efforts to facilitate expression of the will of the
majority on the matters before them and to give credence to the testimony they hear. They may
amend resolutions, consolidate kindred resolutions by constructing substitutes, and they may
recommend the usual parliamentary procedure for disposition of the business before them, such
as adoption, rejection, amendment, referral and the like.

The reports of the Reference Committees shall be presented to the House at a meeting subsequent
to the first session. A Reference Committee may recommend any method of disposal of business,
which is in accordance with the current Parliamentary Authority. The method of presentation of
Reference Committee reports shall follow the format employed by the House of Delegates of the
AMA.

Your Speakers recommend that each item referred to a reference committee be reported to the
House as follows:

Identify the resolution or report by number and title;

State concisely the committee’s recommendation;

Comment, as appropriate, on the testimony presented at the hearings; and,

Incorporate supporting evidence of the recommendations of the committee.

Consent Calendar: The reference committee report will be presented as a Consent
Calendar or waiver of debate list. At the time of presentation of the Consent Calendar, a
request may be made for removal of any item for debate or individual action without the
need for a vote on permission to separate it from the other items. ltems not extracted
from the Consent Calendar will be voted on as a block without further debate.

arON=

If an item is extracted from the reference committee report, the original report or resolution
which has been accepted by the House as its business is the main motion before the House.
Any amendments recommended by the reference committee will be accepted for discussion
without the need for a second. In the event that a number of closely related items of
business have been considered by the reference committee and a consolidation or
substitution has been proposed by the committee, the reference committee substitute will be
the matter before the House for discussion {as a main motion).

During debate in the House of Delegates, whenever a delegate proposes an amendment to a
Reference Committee report, he/she shall immediately submit the proposal in writing to the
Speaker. The Speaker shall not formally recognize the amendment until he/she receives it in
written form.

D. Form of action upon reports and resolutions: There should be clear understanding of the precise
effect of the language used in disposing of items of business.

In the interest of clarity the following recommendations are offered so that the House may
accomplish its intent without misunderstanding:

1. When the House wishes to acknowledge that a report has been received and considered, but
that no action upon it is either necessary or desirable, the appropriate proposal for action is
that the report be FILED. For example, a report, which explains a government program or
regulations, or clarifies the issue in a controversial matter, may properly be filed for information.
This does not have the effect of placing the Association on record as approving or accepting
responsibility for any of the material in the report.
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When a report offers recommendations for action, these recommendations may be ADOPTED,
APPROVED or ACCEPTED each of which has the effect of making the Association responsible
for the matter.

2. When the House does not wish to assume responsibility for the recommendation of a report in

its existing form, it may take action to refer back to committee, to refer elsewhere, to reject the
report in entirety or in specific part, or to adopt as amended (Amend and Adopt).

3. The House of Delegates should take a definite action on resolutions and only if necessary
reaffirm current policy. In the event that tabling a motion is the only appropriate posture for the
Association with respect to a particular resolution, the chair of the reference committee after
consultation with the Speakers, may place such resolution on the Consent Calendar in a
category designated “table”. Such a motion if adopted is the equivalent of a motion to postpone
indefinitely and results in suppression of the resolution for the current meeting and in effect
quashes it.

——From time to time the Reference Committee will report on a resolution which calls for a policy

posmon contrarv to or at variance with existing pollcv lhe—eemnmttee—mav—Feeemmend

review—of-existingpolicy- It is the purpose of the Reference Commlttee to we|qh existing

policies, new information, standards of care, the will of the HOD, etc. to reach a
consensus. The committee may recommend any of the options in Section V Item C. In the
report to the HOD the recommendation will reference the current policy. The Speakers believe
that reaffirmation is relatively |ndeC|S|ve since the prewous policy has not been spe0|f|callv
reintroduced and debated

E. Parliamentary Procedure in the House:

A few comments on specific procedures may be helpful.

1.

The motion to REFER_FOR REPORT BACK TO THE HOD: If it is desired that a matter be
referred to the Board or through the Board to the appropriate Committee, it should be
specifically indicated if a report back to the House of Delegates is desired at a definite time.
Without such a directive, the matters of reporting back and its timing are up to the body
receiving the referral. If the motion to REFER is adopted, all pending or adopted amendments
as well as the subject are referred. Al-All-Rreferral to specific committees are made through
the Board.

The motion to REFER FOR DECISION: When the House of Delegates refers an item of
business to the Board for decision, the House delegates to the Board the decision as to what
action is appropriate. Once the Board determines the appropriate action, whether affirmative
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or negative or no action, it will inform the House via the Handbook prior to the next meeting,
and may use other appropriate means such as MSV publications.

2. The motion to AMEND something already adopted: Not infrequently it becomes desirable on
the basis of afterthought or further consideration to modify an action, which has already been
taken. If the modification is a simple addition to the action taken, rather than a substantive
change, it is not necessary to RECONSIDER. A motion to AMEND the previous action is in
order and it becomes a main motion.

F. The Motion to TABLE or POSTPONE TO A CERTAIN TIME of a question:

1. The motion to-postpone to a certain time is of higher rank than referral, and can be amended
as to the definite time for consideration, with debate limited to brief discussion of the time or
reason for postponement.

2. The motion to table is the highest ranking subsidiary motion to be applied to a main motion,
requires a 2/3 majority vote, and has the effect to stop debate and remove the motion and any
amendments to the motion from consideration on the floor.

VI. COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES

To facilitate accomplishment of the business of the House of Delegates, the Speaker may appoint
committees and their chairs from among the Delegates, and-Alternate Delegates, Student Members,
and Affiliate members including but not limited to the following:

A. Credentials Committee:

1. To greet those attending the meeting;

2. To direct those attending to appropriate areas of seating;

3. To control the access to the floor of the House of Delegates and to monitor the doors
so as to eliminate extraneous noise in the meeting;

4. To record the attendance of delegates, developing the official Credentials
Committee Report; and

5. To deliver the Credentials Committee report to the House of Delegates.

B. Rules Committee:
1. To propose Rules of Procedure to the House of Delegates; and
2. To make a determination and a report to the House of Delegates regarding late and
deferred resolutions.
C. Tellers Committee:
1.  To count and record votes at direction of the Speaker and according to Rules of

Procedure.
2.  Affiliate members of the Society may serve as members on the Tellers Committee.

VIl. NOMINATIONS

The House of Delegates, at its second session of the Annual Meeting, shall elect from its membership
a committee on nominations, according to the applicable article of the Bylaws.
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Members of the House of Delegates may make further nominations for each office at the Annual
Meeting from the floor.

When applicable, one nhominating speech for each candidate shall be limited to two minutes. A
second to the nomination is required for acceptance.
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