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TESTING IN VIRGINIA
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Tests 
Per Day

Cumulative 
Tests

30-Apr 5,536 90,843
29-Apr 2,554 85,307
28-Apr 2,645 82,753
27-Apr 3,990 80,108
26-Apr 3,940 76,118
25-Apr 3,163 72,178
24-Apr 4,497 69,015

Average 3,761
Median 3,940
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https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/states-comparison

RI = 5,690 per 100,000

VA = 1,009 per 100,000

MD = 1,836 per 100,000

DC = 2,737 per 100,000

As of 4/29/20



FEMA Briefing for State Health Officials

Preliminary information shared on 4/27/20 – not confirmed

● Goal = Test 2% of population in month of May
○ 171,000
○ 5,516 tests per day

● FEMA providing
○ 100% of swabs 
○ 75% VTM



CDC Guidance: Specimen Collection
Updated 4/29/20

● NP, OP, NP wash, nasal wash collected by a healthcare 
professional or 

● Anterior nares (nasal swab) specimen collected by a 
healthcare professional or by onsite or home self-
collection (using a flocked or spun polyester swab)

● For providers who are handling specimens, but are not 
directly involved in collection (e.g. self-collection) and 
not working within 6 feet of the patient, follow Standard 
Precautions; laboratory coats or gowns, gloves, and eye 
protection are recommended

www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/biosafety-faqs.html
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html


Priorities for COVID Testing
Health Care

High Priority

• Hospitalized patients
• HCWs and first 

responders with 
symptoms

• Workers and residents 
with symptoms in 
congregate settings

Priority

• Persons with COVID 
symptoms

• Persons without 
symptoms 
• Screening
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Priorities for COVID Testing
Public Health

High Priority

• Outbreak investigations
• Selected contact 

investigations

Priority

• Persons without 
symptoms 
• PH monitoring
• Sentinel surveillance
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Transition during May
• Local health departments work with local government and healthcare systems to conduct testing 

clinics while the outpatient providers increase capacity to test

• Local health departments build up work force for containment efforts

After Transition
• All state testing supports public health surveillance and containment activities





Thank you!
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